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Adrienne Su is a Chinese American author who grew up in Georgia. In this poem, a speaker describes their
experiences as the child of immigrant parents. As you read, take notes on the significance of food to the
speaker.

A crate of peaches straight from the farm
has to be maintained,1 or eaten in days.
Obvious, but in my family, they went so fast,
I never saw the mess that punishes delay.

I thought everyone bought fruit by the crate,
stored it in the coolest part of the house,
then devoured2 it before any could rot.
I’m from the Peach State,3 and to those

who ask But where are you from originally,
I’d like to reply The homeland of the peach,
but I’m too nice, and they might not look it up.
In truth, the reason we bought so much

did have to do with being Chinese — at least
Chinese in that part of America, both strangers
and natives4 on a lonely, beautiful street
where food came in stackable containers

and fussy bags, unless you bothered to drive
to the source, where the same money landed
a bushel5 of fruit, a twenty-pound sack of rice.
You had to drive anyway, each house surrounded

by land enough to grow your own, if lawns
hadn’t been required. At home I loved to stare
into the extra freezer, reviewing mountains
of foil-wrapped meats, cakes, juice concentrate,
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1. to be kept in good condition
2. Devour (verb): to eat food hungrily or quickly
3. Georgia
4. Native (noun): a person born in a specific place
5. a measuring unit for dry foods equal to 8 gallons
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mysterious packets brought by house guests
from New York Chinatown,6 to be transformed
by heat, force, and my mother’s patient effort,
enough to keep us fed through flood or storm,

provided the power stayed on, or fire and ice
could be procured,7 which would be labor-intensive,8

but so was everything else my parents did.
Their lives were labor, they kept this from the kids,

who grew up to confuse work with pleasure,
to become typical immigrants’ children,
taller than their parents and unaware of hunger
except when asked the odd, perplexing question.

[25]

[30]

[35]

6. a neighborhood in New York City that has a large population of Chinese people
7. Procure (verb): to get something
8. requiring a lot of work
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement identifies the main theme of the poem?
A. Being the child of immigrants can lead a person to feel confused about their

identity.
B. Food has the ability to bring people together, no matter what country they are

from.
C. It can feel isolating when someone asks where you’re originally from.
D. It is difficult for immigrants to feel accepted in a new country and new

community.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “A crate of peaches straight from the farm / has to be maintained, or eaten in

days.” (Lines 1-2)
B. “But where are you from originally, / I’d like to reply The homeland of the peach”

(Lines 9-10)
C. “Chinese in that part of America, both strangers / and natives on a lonely,

beautiful street” (Lines 14-15)
D. “but so was everything else my parents did. / Their lives were labor, they kept

this from the kids” (Lines 31-32)

3. What does stanza 8 reveal about the speaker?
A. The speaker had to work just as hard as their parents, being a child of

immigrants.
B. The speaker does not think their life has been any different from the lives of

children born in America.
C. The speaker never realized how hard their parents had to work as immigrants in

America.
D. The speaker does not understand why their parents had to work harder than

other Americans.

4. Which sentence describes the speaker’s relationship with food in the poem?
A. The speaker rejects food commonly eaten in America and is more drawn to

Chinese food.
B. The speaker has a lot of food in the house, but they realize later it’s a sign that

their family didn’t have a lot of money.
C. The speaker primarily eats peaches because they remind them of their family’s

roots in China.
D. The speaker tends to eat American food to avoid people further questioning

their origins.
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5. Reread the following section: “But where are you from originally, / I’d like to reply The
homeland of the peach, / but I’m too nice, and they might not look it up” (Lines 9-11). What
does this reveal about the speaker and how they are viewed by other people?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In the poem, the speaker describes feeling like both a stranger and a native. What does this
mean and how does it contribute to the speaker’s identity? Describe a time when you felt
different from others. How did it make you feel?

2. In the poem, the speaker realizes that the way her family buys peaches and stores food
shows that they are an immigrant family and different from other American families. Is
there anything your family does that makes them different? How does this make you feel?
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